RAIPUR

6851

RAJPIPLA

R. Rainy,
Scottish divine

burgh. In 1862
he was chosen
professor of
church history
at New College,
and in 1874 he
became its
principal. He
resigned in 1900,
and died at Mel-
bourne, Dec. 22,
1906. Rainy was
long the most prominent figure in
his Church, and had a good deal to
do with the union of the U.P. and
Free Churches which became the
United Free Church, of which body
he was the first moderator.

Raipur. District and town of
the Madhya union, India, in the
Chhattisgarh division. The dist.
forms part of the Chhattisgarh
plain in the upper Mahanadi valley.
Only the W. of it is served by rlys.,
which radiate from the chief town.
The rainfall is 49 ins., and rice and
pulses are the chief crops. Area,
8,205 sq. m. The town has a
valuable trade in cotton, grain,
and lac, largely due to the Bom-
bay - Nagpur - Calcutta rly. The
walled fort was built in 1460.
Pop. of the dist., 1,516,686 ; of the
town, 63,465.

Raisin (Fr. from Lat. racemus,
a cluster of grapes). Dried grape.
It is used as a dessert fruit and
in puddings, especially as a con-
stituent of the Christmas plum
pudding, the hard pips being
extracted before use. Raisins
are imported from France, Spam,
and European and Asiatic Turkey
(see Sultana). The ordinary raisin
is made by drying in an oven,
but the better sort, such as
Muscatel raisins, are sun-dried,
being left until thorough dried
on the vine, the stem of the branch
being half-cut through and the
leaves removed. Seedless raisins
are now common. See Australia ;
Grape.

Rait, ROBERT SANGSTER (1874-
1936). Scottish historian. Born at
Aberdeen, Feb. 10, 1874, he was
educated at its university and
New College, Oxford, being fellow
of the latter from 1899. In 1913
he was made professor of Scottish
history and literature at Glasgow,
and in 1929 principal and vice-
chancellor of the university, having
been Historiographer Royal for
Scotland from 1919. Knighted
1933, he died May 25, 1936.
Among his works are The Scottish
Parliament, 1901 ; Scotland, 1911 ;
History of Scotland, 1914; The
Parliaments of Scotland, 1924;
and he edited in 1901 the unpub-
lished writings of James I.

C. Rajagopalachari,
Indian statesman

Raj. Hindu word meaning rule.
The British raj in India meant the
British sovereignty. See India.

Raja. Indian title of honour
meaning king. It has been given
to rulers and others and sometimes
hereditarily by the British govern-
ment to Hindus. The feminine is
ranee or ram.

Rajagopalachari, CIIAKEAV-
ABTY (b. 1879). Indian statesman.
A Brahmin, he was born in Hosur,
Madras, and
educated at
the central col-
lege of Banga-
lore, Presi-
dency college,
and the law
college of Ma-
dras. Called to
the bar in 1900,
he became a
successful bar-
rister. He joined the non-co-
operation movement in 1920,
editing Gandhi's paper Young
India during the latter's imprison-
ment. General secretary of the
Indian national congress during
1921-22, he led its representatives
in the Madras legislature, and was
prime minister of Madras during
1937-39. The following year he
was imprisoned under the Defence
of India Act. Governor of the
W. half of Bengal after the parti-
tion of 1947, he succeeded Lord
Mountbatten as gov.-gen. of India
in 1948-50, the only Indian to
hold that office.

Rajahmundry. City of India,
in Andhra Union. It is at the head
of the delta of the Godavari, 30
m. from the sea. The town was
granted to the French in 1753
and evacuated by them in 1758,
when it became British. It is an
important river-crossing for road
and rly. Pilgrims from the neigh-
bourhood go to Benares, and carry
away a pot of Ganges water; on
their return to the bathing ghat
here they empty half into the
Godavari, then fill up the pot from
it. Pop. (1951) 105,276.

Rajasthan, UNION OF. State
of the Indian Union. It is com-
posed of former Rajputana states.
When formed in 1948, it comprised
Banswara, Bundi, Dungarpur,
Jhalawar, Kishangarh, Kotah.
Partabgarh, Shahpura, Tonk, and
Udaipur. As " Greater Rajas-
than " it was joined in March,
1949, by Bikaner, Jaipur, Jodh-
pur, and Jaisalmir, and two
months later by the Matsya union
states of Alwar, Karauli, Dholpur,
and Bharatpur. Ajmer was merged
in Rajasthan in 1956, The capital
is Jaipur. Work began in 1958 on

a 425-in. canal designed to irrigate
desert areas of Rajastlian fronTthe
waters of the Punjab rivers Area
132,300 sq. m. Pop. (1951)
15,959,596.
Rajbansi (Hindustani, royal-
born). Caste-name used hy'the
hinduised Bengali-speaking section
of the Koch people in X.E. India,
the pi-eat majority in W. Bens.il.
post-ended from a Dravidian tribe
in the Ganges basin at the Aryan
immigration, they claim Kshat-
triya ancestry, and imitate the
Brahmanical marriase ceremony.
Rajendralaia Mitra (1824-
91). Indian Orientalist. Born in
the neignbourhood of Calcutta.
Feb. 15, 1824, in 1846 he was ap-
pointed librarian of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal, of which he was
vice-president 1S61-S4, and then
president till his death, July 26.
1891. He was made C.I.E. in 1878,
and given the title of raja in 18S8.
One of the most profound Oriental
scholars of his day, he published
many works on historical, anti-
quarian, architectural, and reiigi
ous subjects.
Rajkot. City of Bombay state,
India, h.q. of *a div. of the same
name, and of Madhya (central)
Saurashtra district, "it is in the
Kathiawar peninsula, a rly. junc-
tion 55 m. X.E. of Junasadh. Pop.
(1951) 132,069.
Rajkot division consists of Am-
reli, Gohilwad, Halar, Cut eh.
Madhya Saurashtra, Sorath, and
Zalawad districts.
Rajkot city was formerly the
capital of a princely state of the
same name, area 282 sq. m., incor-
porated in 1948 in Saurashtra
Union, itself absorbed in Bombay
hi 1956. It had a college for the
education of sons of Kathiawar
chiefs, and was the residence of the
British political agent for E.
Kathiawar.
Kajinatiai. A town of Bihar,
India, In the Santal Parganas. It
is situated on the Ganges, 65 m.
N.W. of Murshidabad, and was
formerly of considerable import-
ance. The Rajmahal Hills form
the extreme X.E. edge of the
Deccan plateau ; the Ganges bends
S. round them. Pop. 8,200.
Rajpipla, Town of Bombay
state, India, in Broach dist., 35 HL
S,E. of Baroda city, and just S. of
the Narbada river. It \vas the
capital of a former princely state
of the same name, area 1,517 sq.
m., which was the premier state in
the Gujarat agency and acceded to
Bombay in 1948." A maharaja of
Rajpipla, Sir Shri Vijaysinhji. won
the Derby with Windsor Lad, 1934.